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Not illustrated. Excerpt: ... be doubtful; but such an invitation for attack could not be resisted;
and Harriet was soon assailed by half a dozen children, headed by a stout woman, and a great
boy, all clamorous, and impertinent in look, though not absolutely in word. More and more
frightened, she immediately promised them money, and taking out her purse, gave them a
shilling, and begged them not to want more, or to use her ill. She was then able to walk,
though but slowly, and was moving away--but her terror and her purse were too tempting; and
she was followed, or rather surrounded, by the whole gang, demanding more. In this state
Frank Churchill had found her, she trembling and conditioning, they loud and insolent. By a
most fortunate chance, his leaving Highbury had been delayed so as to bring him to her
assistance at this critical moment. The pleasantness of the morning had induced him to walk
forward, and leave his horses to meet him by another road, a mile or two beyond Highbury;
and happening to have borrowed a pair of scissars the night before of Miss Bates, and to have
forgotten to restore them, he had been obliged to stop at her door, and go in for a few minutes;
he was therefore later than he had intended; and being on foot, was unseen by the whole party
till almost close to them. The terror which the woman and boy had been creating in Harriet
was then their own portion. He had left them completely frightened; and Harriet eagerly
clinging to him, and hardly able to speak, had just strength enough to reach Hartfield, before
her spirits were quite overcome. It was his idea to bring her to Hartfield; he had thought of no
other place. This was the amount of the whole story--of his communication and of Harriets, as
soon as she had recovered her senses and speech. He dared no...
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